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30 April 1963

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: NSC Standing Croup Mesting - 30 April 1§63

1. The NSC Standing Group met at 10:30 a, m., 30 April.
Present were Mac Bundy, Harrimsn, Robert Kennedy, Segretaries
McNamars, Gilpstric, Ball and Martin, Ed Murraw, Ted Sorensen,
Bromley Smith and myssl!,

2. Harriman briefed on the Cuban aspecte of his talks with
Khrushchev, "K" said that Cuba was not important, and that even
if & million Russians were on Cubs it would nsver be used ae 2
springboard for invasion of the United States. "K" said the U. 5.
bas placed a hundred Cubss around Russis, mentiontag Turkey.
Italy, England, West Germany, stc. "K' gaid he had taken out of
Cuba three to five thmes what the papers bave estimated but that he
would not tell the total number of troops there now because we would

just brag sbout having forced him to remove so many. "K' satd they

ars there only temporarily to train the Cubans and then the treops
will return ts Russia. "E* aaid the problem would be much easier
for him if the U, 6. dida't rattle its sabre all the time, The ratter
of survelllance flights, either high level or low level, was not
brought up and was not discussed. Harriman said Castro was really
"K1g™ No. 1 exhibit and that he was getting top billing and the real
red carpet treatment. Harriman says that "K* is not in trouble but
bis pelicies seem to be, citing Africa, Nasser, Irag, and Indonesis.
Harriman felt that the Soviets thought the Chinose were taking over
leadeyship. He maid "E" looked tired and older. Harriman said
Castro was & grest asset to the Ruasians, that they will continus to

aep Mm sweet, that he anticipates step-ups in economic aid to Cubs,

§d that we will have continuing trouble with the Soviets in Cuba.

]

3. There then followed a substantive diacussion of the agenda

<paper signed by Bundy dated April 25. The action directive on this
wwill be forthcoming tomerrow from Bundy's office. I will go inte

gsgmtot detail on esch item based an my notes as soon as I bave the
~ - astion memorandum.
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STATE review(s) completed.
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